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HPV Vaccine Factsheet & FAQs for Schools, Parents and Carers  
 

What is HPV? 

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) is a common virus with over 200 types, some of which can 
cause cancers such as cervical, anal, penile, and throat cancers. 

Why is the HPV vaccine important? 

The HPV vaccine protects against the types of HPV that cause the majority of HPV-related 
cancers. Vaccination can prevent more than 90% of these cancers when given at the 
recommended ages.   

 



   

 

   

 

Statistics 

• Efficacy: By mid-2020, HPV vaccination had prevented an estimated 687 cervical 
cancers and 23,192 cases of cervix cell abnormalities (CIN3) which may lead to cancer in 
the UK (BMJ). 

• Safety: The HPV vaccine has been extensively tested and monitored with robust safety 
data (NHS). 

• Cervical Cancer: Approximately 99.8% of cervical cancer cases are caused by HPV 
(NHS England). 

• Reduction in Cervical Cancer: The HPV vaccine has reduced cervical cancer rates by 
87% in women in their 20s who were vaccinated at ages 12-13 (BMJ). 

FAQs 

1. Is the HPV vaccine safe? 

Yes, the HPV vaccine is very safe. It has been extensively tested and monitored. The most 
common side effects are mild, such as a sore arm, redness, or swelling at the injection site 
(NHS). 

2. Does the HPV vaccine cause infertility? 

No, the HPV vaccine does not cause infertility. In fact, not getting vaccinated and contracting 
HPV can lead to cancers that may require treatments affecting fertility, such as hysterectomy 
or chemotherapy (WHO). 

3. Why does the HPV injection hurt? 

The pain from the HPV injection is similar to other vaccines and is mainly due to the needle 
insertion and the body's immune response. The discomfort is usually mild and temporary. 
(NHS). 

4. What are the side effects of the HPV vaccine? 

The HPV vaccine is very safe. Most side effects are mild and temporary, such as a sore arm or 
mild fever (NHS).   Serious side effects are very rare.   More information can be found in this 
information leaflet :  HPV Vaccination  

5. Does the HPV vaccine protect against cancer? 

Yes, the HPV vaccine protects against several types of cancer, including cervical, anal, and 
throat cancers. It is most effective when given before exposure to HPV (Cancer Research 
UK). 

6. How effective is the HPV vaccine? 

The HPV vaccine is highly effective. In the years following its introduction, HPV infections 
have significantly decreased among vaccinated populations (GOV.UK). 

https://www.bmj.com/content/385/bmj-2023-077341
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/hpv-vaccine/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/cervical-cancer-elimination-by-2040-plan-for-england/
https://www.bmj.com/content/375/bmj.n2689
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/hpv-vaccine/
https://www.who.int/groups/global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety/topics/human-papillomavirus-vaccines/infertility
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/hpv-vaccine/
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/files/pil.7330.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/causes-of-cancer/infections-eg-hpv-and-cancer/the-hpv-vaccine
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/causes-of-cancer/infections-eg-hpv-and-cancer/the-hpv-vaccine
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccine-coverage-estimates-in-england-2022-to-2023/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccination-coverage-in-adolescents-in-england-2022-to-2023


   

 

   

 

 

Myth Busting 

Myth: The HPV vaccine causes severe side effects. 

Fact: The HPV vaccine is very safe. Most side effects are mild and temporary, such as a sore 
arm or mild fever.  Serious side effects are rare.  (NHS).   

Myth: The HPV vaccine affects fertility. 

Fact: There is no evidence that the HPV vaccine affects fertility. In contrast, HPV infections 
can lead to cancers that may require treatments affecting fertility (WHO). 

Myth: The HPV vaccine is unnecessary if you're not sexually active. 

Fact: The vaccine is most effective when given before any exposure to HPV, which is why it is 
recommended for preteens (NHS). 

Myth: The HPV vaccine only protects against cervical cancer. 

Fact: The HPV vaccine protects against multiple types of cancer, including cervical, anal, 
and throat cancers (Cancer Research UK). 

Conclusion 

The HPV vaccine is a crucial tool in preventing HPV-related cancers. It is safe, effective, and 
recommended for children aged 12 to 13 years old to ensure the best protection against HPV. 

The HPV vaccine will be offered in school to all year 8 and 9 students and immunisation 
teams will be visiting schools in the next few months.   Please complete and return the 
consent forms for your child when you receive them to assist with the campaign.    

 

Further Information and references  

1. NHS. "HPV vaccine" 

2. GOV.UK. "Information on the HPV vaccination from September 2023" 

3. GOV.UK. "Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination coverage in adolescents in 

England: 2022 to 2023" 

4. BMJ. "Effect of the HPV vaccination programme on incidence of cervical cancer" 

5. Cancer Research UK. "The HPV vaccine" 

6. WHO. "Human papilloma virus vaccines and infertility" 

7. Gardasil 9, INN-Human Papillomavirus 9 valent Vaccine (Recombinant, 
adsorbed) 

https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/hpv-vaccine/
https://www.who.int/groups/global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety/topics/human-papillomavirus-vaccines/infertility
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/hpv-vaccine/
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/causes-of-cancer/infections-eg-hpv-and-cancer/the-hpv-vaccine
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/hpv-vaccine/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hpv-vaccine-vaccination-guide-leaflet/information-on-the-hpv-vaccination-from-september-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccine-coverage-estimates-in-england-2022-to-2023/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccination-coverage-in-adolescents-in-england-2022-to-2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccine-coverage-estimates-in-england-2022-to-2023/human-papillomavirus-hpv-vaccination-coverage-in-adolescents-in-england-2022-to-2023
https://www.bmj.com/content/385/bmj-2023-077341
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/causes-of-cancer/infections-eg-hpv-and-cancer/the-hpv-vaccine
https://www.who.int/groups/global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety/topics/human-papillomavirus-vaccines/infertility
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/files/pil.7330.pdf
https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/files/pil.7330.pdf
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