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#ProudToBeChase

The most poignant moment of the week was undoubtedly our 
Remembrance Event on Tuesday. Despite the damp weather, our 
pupils demonstrated exceptional respect, maturity and dignity 
throughout the service. The weather certainly did not detract from 
the significance of the occasion or the powerful message of 
remembrance. It was a privilege to welcome representatives from 
the Leigh-on-Sea Royal British Legion, and I was particularly proud to 
hear their comments about the politeness and respect shown by 
our pupils. My thanks go to everyone involved in organising the 
event, particularly our cadets, readers and those who contributed 
to such a moving tribute.

Remembrance is about more than looking back. It is about 

recognising the sacrifices made by generations before us, 
understanding the freedoms we enjoy today and ensuring that the 
lessons of history are never forgotten. In a world that can sometimes 
feel increasingly divided, the importance of remembrance, peace, 
compassion and mutual respect cannot be overstated. I was 
equally proud of the pupils who represented Chase High at the 
Southend Cenotaph on Sunday, laying a wreath on behalf of our 
school community.

Looking ahead, we have another busy week, including our Sixth 
Form Parents' Evening and a visit from author Christian Foley. These 
opportunities, alongside the many achievements celebrated 
throughout the school, continue to remind us of the importance of 
providing enriching experiences for our young people.

This week has been a reminder of just how fragile our modern, interconnected world can be. 
When something as seemingly simple as email stops working, even for a short period, we 
quickly realise just how dependent we have become on technology. The global Microsoft 
disruption presented challenges for schools, businesses and communities across the world. I 
would like to thank our staff and pupils for the resilience and adaptability they demonstrated, 
alongside the patience and understanding shown by our parents, carers and wider 
community. It is also worth remembering that whilst technology can fail and emails can be 
switched off,  kindness is a value that should never be switched off. The way we respond to 
challenges, and the respect we show one another when things do not go to plan, are what 
really matter.

This week has brought our school values of Ambition, Resilience and Kindness into sharp focus.  
Whether demonstrating respect during a moment of remembrance or showing patience and 
understanding when technology lets us down, our pupils and staff continue to show what it 
means to be part of the Chase High community.



Dates for your Diary 

17.11.26 Year 10 and 11 Flu Vaccinations/ Year 12 and 13 Parents’ Evening

18.11.26 Author Visit – Christian Foley

25.11.26 Lion King Trip

The Giver is a thought-provoking dystopian novel about Jonas, 

a twelve-year-old boy who lives in a seemingly perfect 

community where everything is controlled to create peace, 

order and equality. When Jonas is chosen to become the 
community’s new Receiver of Memory, he begins training with 

the Giver, who passes on memories of the world as it existed 

before suffering, love and choice were removed. As Jonas 

discovers the truth behind his society and the dark sacrifices 

made to maintain its perfection, he begins to question 

everything he has been taught and must decide whether to 

accept the rules or risk everything to change his world.

The Giver by Lois Lowry                            

This week, the Year 9 boys took part in the Essex Rugby Tournament, convincingly 

beating William Edwards and losing to St Clares and Redden Court. The Year 10 boys’ 

basketball team lost their Essex Cup game to a strong St Thomas More side. Both the 

U13 and U15 girls’ football teams experienced unlucky losses this week, however, both 

teams made progress throughout their games. 

On Wednesday, pupils took part in the annual Borough Cross Country Championships. 

We saw some fantastic individual performances from Tom (7th), Keyan (9th), Jenson 

(12th), Travis (14th), Dexter (17th), Florence (18th) and, Peyton (25th). The best 

performance of the day came from the Year 8 boys who secured bronze! Well done 

to all our runners for showing fantastic levels of resilience. 
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