
Creative & Digital 

Art & Design (BTEC)
Media (BTEC) 

Photography (A Level)
English Literature (A Level ) 

Games Development (BTEC)
IT – Cyber Security & Networks (AAQ)

Business (BTEC)

Beauty Therapy

Beauty Level 2 
Beauty Level 3  
(City & Guilds)

Health, Community & Early Years

Health & Social Care (AAQ)
Early Childhood Development (AAQ)

Applied Science & Medical Science  (AAQ)
Psychology (A Level)

Sport (BTEC) 
Travel & Tourism (AAQ)

Business (BTEC) 

PATHWAYS 



You can choose the following 
combinations: 

• 3 x BTEC Extended Cert or AAQ 
• 1x BTEC Diploma and 1 x BTEC 

Extended Cert or AAQ
• 1 x BTEC Diploma and 1 A level 
• 2 x Extended Cert / AAQ and 1 A 

level 
• 2 x A Level and 1 x Ext Cert / AAQ 

Examples of choosing from the blocks:

• Block A Media / Block C Photography and Block D Art 
• Block B Health & Social / Block C Psychology and 

Block D Childcare 
• Block A Applied Science / Block C Sport and Block D 

Sport 
• Block A Games Dev / Block B Cyber Security and 

Block D Business 

To apply you need to choose a combination of subjects that add up to 1080 learning hours. 
You need to choose subjects that are in different blocks. 
 If you choose Beauty Therapy, you will only study that subject. 

• BTEC Extended Certificate / AAQ  (360)
• A Level (360) 

Please note if you want to study a Diploma, you must choose both blocks for the subject. A 
diploma is equal to two subjects – so choose the Ext Cert & Diploma blocks. 

Entry Requirements  - 
BTEC / AAQ 

Average Grade Score 
of 4, including English 

Literature or Language, 
plus Subject Specific 

Requirements.
To study vocational 
courses a grade 4 or 
above is required in 

English & Maths. 

Entry Requirements  - 
A Level 

Average Grade Score of 
5, including English 

Literature or Language, 
plus Subject Specific 

Requirements.
Psychology and English 

Literature require a Grade 
5 or above  in English and 

a grade 4 in maths.

https://forms.office.
com/e/EPyQTadzdF 

Click the link to 
apply now!

https://forms.office.com/e/EPyQTadzdF
https://forms.office.com/e/EPyQTadzdF


Creative & digital
Career pathway

Art & Design Media Photography English

The Digital Creative Pathway combines Art & Design, Media, Photography and English to 
develop creative, technical and communication skills used across modern digital industries.

Graphic Designer
Creates visual designs for branding, 
advertising, websites and social media. 
Progression: Creative Digital Design 
Professional Apprenticeship, Graphic Design 
or Visual Communication degrees.

Content Creator
Plans, films, photographs and edits digital 
content for online platforms and brands. 
Progression: Content Creator Apprenticeship, 
Digital Media Production or Creative Media 
degrees.

Social Media Assistant
Creates and manages posts, graphics and 
media content for company social media 
channels. 
Progression: Multi-Channel Marketer 
Apprenticeship. Digital Marketing or Media & 
Communications degrees.

Marketing Assistant
Supports marketing campaigns by producing 
promotional visuals, content and advertising 
copy.
Progression: Multi-Channel Marketer or 
Marketing Executive Apprenticeships, 
Marketing degrees.

Photographer
Captures and edits images for events, 
advertising, media and digital content. 
Progression: Content Creator Apprenticeship 
Photography or Commercial Photography 
degrees.

Video Editor
Edits video footage for films, adverts, social 
media and online content. 
Progression: Creative Digital Design 
Professional Apprenticeship, Film or Video 
Production degrees

Copywriter / Content Writer
Writes engaging text for websites, marketing 
campaigns, social media and advertising. 
Progression: Content Creator Apprenticeship, 
English, Journalism or Creative Writing 
degrees.

Editorial Assistant
Supports publishing teams by proofreading, 
editing content and organising images for 
publication. 
Progression: Publishing Assistant 
Apprenticeship, Publishing, English or 
Journalism degrees

Illustrator / Digital Artist
Creates artwork and digital illustrations for books, media, advertising and games.
 Progression: Creative Digital Design Professional Apprenticeship | Illustration, Digital Art or 
Animation degrees..



Creative & digital
Career pathway

Games 

Development 

Business 

Studies 

Cyber Security 

& Networks

This pathway combines Games Development, Cyber Security & Networks, and Business Studies. 
Students develop skills in programming, digital systems, problem solving, and business 
operations used across the technology and digital industries.

Cyber Security Technician

Helps protect systems and networks from 
cyber threats and security breaches. 
Progression: Cyber Security Technologist 
Apprenticeship, Cyber Security degrees.

Game Developer
Helps design and program gameplay 
features and mechanics. 
Progression: Software Developer 
Apprenticeship, Games Programming or 
Computer Science degrees.

Animator 
Creates animations for games, apps, or 
digital media. 
Progression: Creative Digital Design 
Apprenticeship, Animation or Game Art 
degrees.

App Developer 
Develops and maintains mobile or web 
applications. 
Progression: Software Developer 
Apprenticeship, Software Engineering or 
Computer Science degrees.

Business Administrator
Supports day-to-day operations including 
communication and documentation. 
Progression: Business Administrator 
Apprenticeship, Business Management 
degrees.

Finance Assistant
Helps manage financial records, invoices 
and business transactions. 
Progression: Assistant Accountant 
Apprenticeship, Accounting or Finance 
degrees.

Project Support 
Helps coordinate projects, schedules and 
communication within organisations. 
Progression: Project Manager 
Apprenticeship, Business Management or 
Project Management degrees.

Data Centre Technician
Maintains servers, infrastructure and network 
equipment in data centres. 
Progression: Network Engineer 
Apprenticeship, Computer Networking 
degrees.

SOC Analyst
Monitors networks and investigates potential 
cyber security threats. 
Progression: Cyber Security Technologist 
Apprenticeship, Cyber Security or Network 
Security degrees.

IT Support Technician
Provides technical support for computer 
systems, networks and software. 
Progression: Information Communications 
Technician Apprenticeship,  Information 
Technology degrees.



Health & 

Social Care 

Applied 

Science 

Early Childhood 

development 

Health, Community & 

early years

Career pathway

This pathway combines Health & Social Care, Early Childhood Development, and Applied Science. 
Students develop skills in care, communication, child development, and scientific investigation used 
across healthcare, education, and laboratory-based careers.

Healthcare Assistant
Supports nurses and healthcare staff by 
caring for patients and helping with daily 
clinical tasks. 
Progression: Healthcare Support Worker 
Apprenticeship, Nursing or Health & Social 
Care degrees.

Early Years Practitioner
Supports the learning, development and 
care of children in nurseries or early years 
settings.
Progression: Early Years Educator 
Apprenticeship, Early Childhood Studies 
degrees.

Nursery Nurse
Cares for young children while supporting 
their early learning and development. 
Progression: Early Years Educator 
Apprenticeship | Early Childhood 
Development degrees.

Biomedical Scientist
Analyses medical samples in laboratories to 
help diagnose diseases and monitor 
treatments.
Progression: Laboratory Scientist 
Apprenticeship, Biomedical Science degree.

Genetic Technician
Supports genetic testing and DNA analysis 
used in medical research and disease 
diagnosis.
Progression: Laboratory Scientist 
Apprenticeship, Genetics degree.

Microbiology Technician
Studies microorganisms such as bacteria and 
viruses in laboratories for healthcare, 
research or pharmaceutical industries.
Progression: Laboratory Technician 
Apprenticeship, Microbiology degree.

Support Worker
Helps individuals with additional needs live 
independently and access community 
services. 
Progression: Lead Adult Care Worker 
Apprenticeship, Social Work or Health & 
Social Care degrees.

Physiotherapy Assistant

Supports physiotherapists by helping patients' 
complete rehabilitation exercises.

Progression: Physiotherapy Degree 
Apprenticeship, Physiotherapy degrees



Psychology Travel & TourismSport 

Health, Community & 

early years

Career pathway

This pathway combines Psychology, Sport, and Travel & Tourism. Students develop skills in wellbeing, 
coaching, customer service, communication and community support used across healthcare, sport, 
leisure and tourism industries.

Fitness Instructor
Leads exercise sessions and supports 
individuals in improving their health and 
fitness. 
Progression: Personal Trainer Apprenticeship, 
Sport Science or Coaching degrees

Youth Support Worker
Works with young people to support 
wellbeing, development and community 
activities. 
Progression: Youth Support Worker 
Apprenticeship, Youth Work or Psychology 
degrees.

Mental Health Support Worker
Supports individuals experiencing mental 
health challenges in community or 
healthcare settings.
Progression: Healthcare Support Worker 
Apprenticeship, Psychology or Mental Health 
Nursing degrees.

Behaviour Support Assistant
Supports children with behavioural or 
emotional needs in schools or community 
settings.
Progression: Teaching Assistant 
Apprenticeship, Psychology or Education 
degrees.

Personal Trainer

Designs exercise programmes and supports 
individuals to improve fitness and health. 
Progression: Personal Trainer Apprenticeship, 
Sport & Exercise Science degrees.

Wellbeing Practitioner
Supports people in improving mental health 
and wellbeing through guidance and 
support programmes.
Progression: Health & Wellbeing Practitioner 
Apprenticeship | Psychology or Health 
degrees.

Tour Guide
Leads visitors on tours, providing information 
about destinations and attractions. 
Progression: Cultural Learning & Participation 
Officer Apprenticeship, Tourism or Heritage 
degrees.

Airport Customer Service Assistant
Supports passengers with check-in, boarding 
and travel enquiries at airports. 
Progression: Aviation Operations 
Apprenticeship, Aviation or Tourism 
Management degrees.



Beauty Therapy 

Career pathway

Level 2 

Completion of Level 2 leads onto the Level 3 Beauty Therapy pathway 

Beauty Therapy is a practical and creative industry focused on helping people look and feel their 
best. Students develop skills in skincare, makeup, nail treatments, massage, and client care while 
learning about health, hygiene, and professional salon practices. The pathway prepares learners for 
careers in salons, spas, retail, and the growing aesthetics industry, with opportunities to progress into 
specialist treatments, management roles, or self-employment.

Beauty Salon Assistant
Supports therapists by preparing treatment 
rooms, greeting clients and assisting with 
basic treatments.

Spa Assistant
Helps with the running of spa facilities and 
supports therapists with treatments and 
customer care.

Beauty Retail Advisor
Advises customers on skincare, cosmetics 
and beauty products in retail environments.

Lash Technician
Assists with eyelash treatments and learns 
advanced lash techniques.

Level 3 

Spa Therapist
Provides a range of treatments including 
massage, facials and body therapies in spa 
environments

Advanced Skincare Specialist
Delivers specialist skin treatments such as 
chemical peels or advanced facials (with 
further training).

Beauty Trainer / Assessor
Teaches beauty therapy skills in colleges or 
training academies.

Aesthetic Clinic Assistant
Supports aesthetic practitioners in clinics 
offering treatments such as skin rejuvenation

Salon Owner
Runs and manages a beauty salon, including 
staff, treatments and business operations.
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