
 

    

 



 

    

Dear Parent/Carer 

I am very pleased to present to you our Key Stage 4 curriculum booklet for the academic years 

2021 – 2022.   

It is designed around our school vision to fully prepare every pupil to live highly successful adult 

lives by: 

 Providing the skills, attributes and aspirations necessary to instil a love of lifelong learning 

and the pursuit of academic excellence; 

 Delivering a challenging and enriching curriculum that ensures outstanding outcomes 

across a breadth of experiences; 

 Building the strength and depth of character that combines a strong moral purpose with 

excellent social skills; 

 Ensuring our pupils become adults that can go on and make a real difference locally, 

nationally and globally. 

 

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum offer is both broad and balanced, offering students a high degree 

of choice whilst being aspirational for all.  Where appropriate, students will be guided to select 

a combination of Options that is best suited to them as individuals. Senior Staff and Form Tutors 

will be available throughout the Options process to help students make the best choices. 

The following pages give general information about the Key Stage 4 Curriculum and outline 

the content of the courses on offer, as well as providing guidelines on how to choose. We will 

make every effort to accommodate students' and parents' wishes, although we cannot always 

guarantee to meet first choices.  

Please keep this booklet in a safe place as you will need to refer to it in the coming months. 

Partnership is the key to our pupils’ achievements and we hope that parents/carers will take 

the opportunity to discuss Option choices with their child. 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

Jamie Foster 

Headteacher  
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How the Curriculum is organised in Key Stage 4 

 

All students in Years 10 and 11 will follow a Core Curriculum which includes Mathematics, 

English Language, English Literature and Science. Students in set 1 for Science will study 

Physics, Chemistry and Biology for 3 GCSEs. All other students will study Combined 

Science which is worth 2 GCSEs. The allocation of lesson time over a two week period for 

these subjects and for options is laid out in the following diagram: 

In addition to the core subjects, students choose 3 Options from those outlined in this 

booklet. It is the Government’s intention that the vast majority of students will study the 

Ebacc which is why all students must choose, as their first option: Geography or History 

Students in set 1 for Humanities must choose, as their second option, a Modern Foreign 

Language (French, German, Polish or Russian.)  

The third option is a free choice for all students, from any of the options in this booklet. 

Students who are not currently in set 1 for humanities have two free choices from any 

option in this booklet, including a modern foreign language. Please note the following 

points when choosing your options: 

 Students wishing to choose history and geography can do so by selecting one of 

these as their first option and the other in their free choice. 

 Students wishing to study two languages may do so by choosing them as options 

two and three. 
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Students notes to login for Options online 

Registration Process 

An email from noreply@sims.co.uk will be sent to your school email address to 

invite you to register for SIMS Options. 

To access your School Email; open a web browser and go to this URL: https://

outlook.com enter your school email address and password and open the 

email from noreply@sims.co.uk. The email will look like below: 

Click where it says “Click this link”  

mailto:noreply@simis.co.uk
https://outlook.com
https://outlook.com
mailto:noreply@sims.co.uk


 

    

You will be directed to the SIMS Register page. Click on the “Sign in with Microsoft”. 

You will then be asked to Sign in. 

Enter your school email address and click Next, then enter your school logon 

password in the next window. 



 

    

You may get a Permissions Requested page open up, click Accept. 

Once logged in the Registration page will open up. Click on the “Register” button.  



 

    

You will then need to verify the account by answering a security question. 

Once verified this should complete your Registration. 

Accessing SIMS Options 

Once registered you will need to go to the SIMS Options website and login to 

access the Options Page. 

Type https://www.sims-options.co.uk in your web browser and the following 

page will open. 

Click on “Sign In”.  

Select “Sign in with Microsoft”. You will then be asked to Sign in. 

https://www.sims-options.co.uk


 

    

Enter your school email address and click next, enter your school logon 

password in the next window, once logged in the Options page will open up. 

Any notes added in the plan definition screen will be displayed. 

You can then make your choices by clicking on the course items from the screen 

displayed. 



 

    

Selections are displayed to the right of the screen and the order of preference 

can be changed by clicking on the course name and then clicking on which 

course they wish it to take the place of. Options will move the other courses 

down a level of preference by default.   

Remember to pick three choices and two reserves (reserves will go orange). 

You can add comments in the Student Comments block. 

When all selections have been made the choices should be saved by clicking 

the save icon to the top left and the student should then sign out of Options 

Online. 



 

    

Core 

Curriculum 



 

    

 

 

GCSE English Language 
Subject Leader: Mrs Bailey 
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Assessment: 

100% Examination based on 2 

terminal exam papers. 

 

A Speaking and Listening 

certificate is awarded. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

Being successful in English               

impacts upon all employment 

and further education                    

opportunities.  

Chase High School Sixth Form 

offers A Level English Language 

and Literature. 

 

 

 

Exam Board: AQA English Language 

 

Introduction: 
 

All students will follow the course leading to a qualification in 

GCSE English Language. This course will be assessed fully by two 

examinations. 

 

What will I be studying? 

 

The English Language programme will contain work on the 

following: 

 Non-fiction texts. 

 Descriptive and narrative writing. 

 Literary non-fiction texts. 

 Writing to present a viewpoint. 

 Evaluating authorial perspective. 

 Analysing language and structural devices. 

 Speaking and Listening. 

 

Skills needed for this course: 

 Organisational skills. 

 Analytical skills. 

 Ability to compare and contrast texts. 

 Willingness to challenge thinking. 

 Good communication skills. 

 Ability to work as part of a team. 

 Ability to work and perform on an individual basis. 

 Skills or interpretation and inference.  



 

    

 

 

GCSE English Literature 

Subject Leader: Mrs Bailey  
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Exam Board: AQA English Literature 

  

Introduction: 

 
All students will follow the course leading to a qualification in  

English Literature. This course will be assessed fully by two final 

exam papers. 

 

What will I be studying? 

  

The English Literature programme will contain work on the 

following: 

 A Shakespeare play. 

 Poetry (Anthology). 

 A nineteenth century novel. 

 Unseen poetry. 

 Modern drama. 

  

Skills needed for this course:  

 Organisational skills. 

 Analytical skills. 

 Ability to challenge thinking. 

 Willingness to question. 

 Good communication skills. 

 Critical and evaluative skills. 

 Ability to work and perform on an individual basis. 

 Inference and interpretation. 

Assessment: 

100% Examination based on 2 

terminal exam papers. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

Being successful in English               

impacts upon all employment 

and further education              

opportunities.  

Chase High Sixth Form offers  

English Literature and Language 

as an A-Level. 

 

 



 

    

 

GCSE Mathematics 

Subject Leader: Mrs Margerison 

 
Assessment: 

There are two tiers of entry; 

H igher  and Foundat ion . 

Foundation grades are from 1 - 5 

and Higher grades are from 4 - 9. 

 

Students will be assessed  

through 3 exams; 2 calculator 

and 1 non-calculator  paper. 

There is no coursework  for this 

qualification. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

A Mathematics GCSE is a vital 

component of Sixth Form  life 

and is a requirement in almost 

every career pathway. 

Chase High Sixth Form offers 

Core Maths and A level Maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam board:  Edexcel 
 

Introduction: 

 

Mathematics is a core subject and all students will follow the 

Edexcel GCSE Mathematics course. 

In the modern world Maths is everywhere around us and we need 

to be prepared! 

It does not matter which job we choose, we will always use Maths 

in our daily lives: adding up bills, paying for items,  working out 

how much raw material we need to do a job or calculating how 

long a shelf needs to be.   

 

What will I be studying? 

 

GCSE is the final stage in the compulsory study of Mathematics at 

school.  All students will follow the Edexcel GCSE Mathematics 

course which requires students to develop knowledge, skills and 

understanding of mathematical methods and concepts. 

Students will be assessed on: 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

 Geometry and measure 

 Statistics and probability 

There is a greater emphasis on algebra at Higher tier and a 

greater emphasis on ratio, proportion and rates of change at 

Foundation. 

 

Skills needed for this course:  

Students need to be committed to working independently and as 

part of a team. Students will need to think for themselves and 

have a methodical approach.  

NB: Students will need a full set of Mathematics equipment for GCSE 

and a scientific calculator is essential for all students.  
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Combined Science Double Award 

Subject Leader: Mr Brodigan 

Exam board: AQA 

 

 All exams are taken at the end of Year 11 

 Practical work is part of the final assessment (15%)  

 Students will complete 21 compulsory practicals, so good 

attendance is crucial to obtain this qualification 
 

What will I be studying? 
 

Over the two years students will examine key concepts and skills in 

the areas below.  

 

These are some areas the students can expect to study and 

develop. 

Chemistry  

Key concepts in Chemistry Key concepts in Chemistry 

States of matter Groups in the periodic table 

Chemical changes                                      

(acids and electrolytic  processes) 

Rates of reaction and energy changes 

Extracting metals and equilibria Fuels and earth science 

Physics  

Motion and energy Energy - forces doing work 

Conservation of energy Forces and their effects 

Waves Electrical circuits 

Light and electromagnetic spectrum Magnetism and the motor effect 

Radioactivity Electromagnetic induction 

 Particle model 

Biology  

Cells and control Plant structures and their functions 

Genetics Animal coordination, control and            

homeostasis 

Natural selection and genetic                 

modification 

Exchange and transport in animals 

Health, disease and development of    

medicines 

Ecosystems and material cycles 

Assessment: 

 2 exams each in Chemistry, 

Physics and Biology. 

 70 marks per paper. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

This course allows progression to 

GCE A Levels in Biology, Physics 

and Chemistry.  It also leads 

students towards BTEC Applied 

Science, Sport, Beauty and 

health-related programmes. We 

also offer a BTEC Level 3 in Year 

12 at Chase High Sixth Form.  
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Single Sciences  

(Biology - Chemistry - Physics) 

Subject Leader: Mr Brodigan 

Exam board: AQA 
 

 All exams are taken at the end of Year 11 

 Practical work is part of the final assessment (15%)  

 Students will complete 28 compulsory practicals so good 

attendance is crucial to obtain this qualification. 
 

What will I be studying? 
 

Over the two years students will examine key concepts and skills in 

the areas below. Our most able students will follow this pathway. 

 

Below are examples of the topics students will study and develop: 

 

Assessment: 

 10.5 hours of exam time. 

 2 exams each in Chemistry, 

Physics and Biology. 

 100 marks per paper. 

 105 minutes each. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

This course allows progression to 

GCE A Levels in Biology, Physics 

and Chemistry.  It also leads 

students towards BTEC Applied 

Science, Sport, Beauty and 

health-related programmes. We 

also offer a BTEC Level 3 in Year 

12 at Chase High Sixth Form.  

 

 

 

 

 

Physics  

Motion and forces Energy - forces doing work 

Conservation of energy Forces and their effects 

Waves Electricity and circuits 

Light and electromagnetic spectrum Static electricity 

Radioactivity Magnetism and the motor effect 

Astronomy Electromagnetic induction 

 Particle model 

Biology  

Cells and control Plant structures and their functions 

Genetics Animal coordination, control and             

homeostasis 

Natural selection and genetic modification Exchange and transport in animals 

Health, disease and development of      

medicines 

Ecosystems and material cycles 

Chemistry  

States of mater and mixtures Groups in the periodic table 

Chemical changes (acids and electrolytic 

processes) 

Rates of reaction and energy changes 

Extracting metals and equilibria Fuels and Earth science 

Separate chemistry 1 (transition metals, 

quantitative analysis, dynamic equilibria, 

chemical cells and fuel cells) 

Separate chemistry 2 (Qualitative analysis, 

hydrocarbons, polymers, alcohols and  

carboxylic acids, including nanoparticles) 
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PE  

Subject Leader: Mr Copsey 

Introduction: 

 

All students will take part in Core PE. They will experience a range 

of sports and take part in a number of roles which will include; 

officiating, coaching and being a participant. This programme is 

designed to develop an understanding of how and why people 

become involved in sport and why it is important to lead a 

healthy lifestyle. 

 

What will I be studying? 

Students will undertake a variety of sport in numerous roles.         

Students also learn about fitness in sport, training methods, diet 

and nutrition. 

 

Skills needed: 

Students will need to be: 

 Enthusiastic. 

 Motivated and willing to take on new challenges. 

 Organised and show a desire to learn new skills. 

 

Assessment: 

N/A 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

Students  wi l l  have the 

opportunity to continue to 

participate in sport both in and 

out of school, with the possibility 

of studying sport courses as part 

of their option choices. This 

course can provide the basis for 

progression to an appropriate 

level course in sport or health-

related areas. 
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Introduction: 

Citizenship/PSHE/RSE is a compulsory subject that will be taught in 

one lesson a fortnight. 

 Are you interested in issues that concern you? 

 Do you enjoy learning about the wider world? 

 Citizenship is the perfect platform to encourage critical thinking  

and to develop  research skills. 

 

What will I be studying? 

The Citizenship/PSHE/RSE course covers a wide range of topics that 

are relevant in the wider world. We will look at topics such as the 

following and many more: 

 Finance 

 Relationships 

 The world of work 

 Crime and punishment 

 Parenting 

 British Values 

 

Spiritual; Moral; Social and Cultural Development during RE/PSHE 

lessons 

 Aspects of personal health and safety: first aid, sexual and            

emotional health and the dangers of drug abuse. 

 The individual in society: democracy, freedom of speech and 

of the press, dangers of prejudice and how to tackle it in an 

informed yet assertive manner.  

 How to manage your personal finances, budgeting,      

awareness of financial institutions and paying bills. 

 Coping with change and peer pressure. 

 Self-esteem and confidence. 

 The role of the media in today’s society.  

 

Assessment: 

Non-exam 

 

Progression opportunities 

Whilst there is no exam, students 

will be able to gain skills in writing 

a CV, a letter of application, as 

well as having the opportunity to 

develop interview techniques.  

They will gain an understanding 

of issues such as voting, 

parenting, British values, finance 

and other topics that help them 

to become prepared for 

adulthood. 

 

Skills needed for this course: 

 Independent learning 

 Discussion 

 Empathy 

 The ability to work in a team 

 

 

 

 

 Citizenship/PSHE/RSE  
Subject Leader: Mrs Whitfield 



 

    

Spiritual; Moral; Social and 

Cultural Development 
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EBACC 
Curriculum 



 

    

 

 French 
Subject Leader: Miss Saidou 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

 

Introduction: 

As more and more universities require a language GCSE for degree 

courses such as English, History and Law; a GCSE in languages will not 

only give students skills and proficiency but it will also increase job 

opportunities. 

 

What will I be studying? 

Students will be learning about the culture and the language, refining 

the skills they have acquired since Year 7, including reading, writing, 

speaking, listening and translation.  

 

Skills needed for this course: 

 Motivation and enthusiasm. 

 An open mind and an interest in other cultures and languages. 

 Critical thinking, independent work and team work.  

 

Assessment: 

Each of the following four components will have a weighting of 25%: 

Paper 1: Listening and understanding 

 Majority of questions set in English, with two questions set in the 

target language. 

Paper 2: Speaking  

 Students will be assessed through three tasks: a role play, picture 
based discussion and a conversation. 

Paper 3: Reading and understanding  

 Multiple response and short-answer open-response questions. 

 A short translation 

Paper 4: Writing  

 Foundation: 3 open-response tasks and one translation. 

 Higher: one extended writing and one translation. 

 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

This will give students the chance 

to progress into further education 

and eventually higher education.  

Employment opportunities                

include: 

 Business 

 Banking  

 Flight cabin crew 

 Computer games designer 

 Engineer  

 Trade  

 Health and social care 

 Personal Assistant 

 Tourism 

 Translation 

 Sports Instructor 

 Journalism 

 International Organisations 

 Website designer 
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Geography 
Subject Leader: Mr Keshiro 

Exam Board: AQA 

 

What will I be studying? 

In geography, the balance between physical and human geography 

is being emphasised - developing students’ locational and contextual 

knowledge of the world’s continents, countries and regions and their 

physical, environmental and human features.  Students will also need 

to use a wide range of investigative skills and approaches, including 

mathematics and statistics, and we have introduced a requirement for 

at least 2 examples of fieldwork outside school.  

Skills needed for this course: 

The use of a range of maps, atlases, ordnance survey maps, satellite 

imagery and other graphic and digital material including the use of 

Geographical Information Systems (GIS), to obtain, illustrate, analyse 

and evaluate geographical information. To include making maps and 

sketches to present and interpret geographical information. The ability 

to identify questions and sequences of enquiry to write descriptively, 

analytically and critically, to communicate their ideas effectively, to 

develop an extended written argument, and to draw well-evidenced 

and informed conclusions about geographical questions and issues.  

Questions to ask yourself: 

(Things to think about to help me decide if I want to/should do this 

course) 

If you enjoy learning more about the world we live in, developing skills 

that will help you in other areas, such as IT and research, working in 

team with other students, learning through investigation and doing, as 

well as listening and reading then GCSE Geography course is the ideal 

subject for you. 

Assessment: 

Exams make up 100% of the grade, but will include questions about 

fieldwork topics.  

Fieldwork undertaken in at least two contrasting environments. 

Fieldwork overall should include exploration of physical and human 

processes and the interactions between them. They should also involve 

the collection of primary physical and human data.  

 

 

Success Guidance: 

GCSE geography requires students 

to extend thei r  Locational 

Knowledge (1) and to develop 

competence in Maps, Fieldwork and 

Geographical Skills (2) as they study 

the content of the following four 

areas of geography: Place: 

processes and relationships (3); 

Physical geography: processes and 

change(4);People and environment: 

processes and interactions (5); 

Human geography: processes and 

change (6).  

Progression Opportunities: 

In addition to giving an appropriate 

grounding for study at A Level, 

Geography really is an education 

for life.  Employers and universities 

value the broad range of 

transferable skills that Geography 

delivers.  It fits neatly with science, 

arts and humanities.  Geographers 

also tend to have good ICT skills.    

A GCSE in Geography is an 

excellent preparation for a career in 

planning, resources and countryside 

management, tourism and 

recreation and environmental 

management and development.  

Many Geographers also move into 

general management careers or 

branch out into journalism, banking 

or publishing.  
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History 
Subject Leader: Mr McDonnell 

 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students need to have good 

reading and writing skills and be 

able to carry out independent 

research in their own time. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

History is a great preparation for 

many other jobs that require the 

ability to research, analyse and 

make informed decisions. These 

skills are universal and will be 

valuable in any number of future 

jobs or courses.  

You can progress to study A 

Level History in the Chase High 

Sixth Form.   

 

 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

 
Introduction: 

 

Is the world moving towards the darkness of the 1930s?  Has the 

Cold War started again?  Was the Battle of the Somme a 

success or failure?    

These are all questions that will be considered over the next two 

years as we look to the past to understand the present. 

GCSE History builds on the skills that have been developed in 

Years 7, 8 and 9.  There is a varied range of topics that will 

further develop your knowledge of the world around us.   

 

What will I be studying? 

Students will sit 3 exams covering the following 4 units from a 

variety of periods in History: 

Paper 1:  The History of Warfare  and the London Blitz 

Paper 2:   Germany 1918 -1939  including Hitler 

Paper 3:   Cold War /  Elizabethan England 

 

Skills needed for this course: 

This course focuses on developing historical knowledge through 

evaluation of evidence.   

Students will be expected to form their own opinions on key 

historical questions and to justify these opinions with valid  

reasons. 

 

Trips 

We are planning to do a trip to Berlin in October of 2022 (Year 

11).  This will depend on the situation with Covid-19. 
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 Modern Foreign Languages: 

German, Polish or Russian 

Introduction: 

As more and more universities require a language GCSE for degree 

courses such as English, History and Law; a GCSE in languages will not 

only give students skills and proficiency but it will also increase job 

opportunities. 

 

What will I be studying? 

Students will be able to study one of the following languages: German; 

Polish; Russian. They will be taught about the culture and the language 

of the country refining and will develop skills in reading, writing, 

speaking, listening and translation.  

 

Skills needed for this course: 

 Motivation and enthusiasm. 

 An open mind and an interest in other cultures and languages. 

 Critical thinking, independent work and team work.  

 

Assessment: 

Each of the following four components will have a weighting of 25%: 

Paper 1: Listening and understanding 

 Majority of questions set in English, with two questions set in the 

target language. 

Paper 2: Speaking  

 Students will be assessed through three tasks: a role play, picture 
based discussion and a conversation. 

Paper 3: Reading and understanding  

 Multiple response and short-answer open-response questions. 

 A short translation 

Paper 4: Writing  

 Foundation: 3 open-response tasks and one translation. 

 Higher: one extended writing and one translation. 

 

 

Subject Leader:  

Mrs L Lockwood 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

This will give students the chance 

to progress into further and 

higher education. Employment 

opportunities include: 

 

 Business 

 Banking  

 Flight cabin crew 

 Computer games designer 

 Engineer  

 Trade  

 Health and social care 

 Personal Assistant 

 Tourism 

 Translation 

 Sports Instructor 

 Journalism 

 International Organisations 

 Website designer 
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Spiritual; Moral; Social and 

Cultural Development 
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Optional 
Curriculum 



 

    

 

 Art & Design 
Subject Leader: Mrs Noble 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
 

Introduction: 
 

Students should have ability and interest in all aspects of Art and 

Design. During Year 9 their work should demonstrate a good 

general development of art skills and techniques as well as an 

appreciation for a range of artists and designers.  

 

What will I be studying? 
 

The Art qualification covers four criteria: 

AO1: Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical 

understanding of sources.  
 

AO2: Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting 

with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 

 

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions 

as work progresses.  
 

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises 

intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.  
 

These criteria are embedded in each of the themed course work 

projects that are delivered over the two years and constitute to 60 

% of the overall grade. 

The criteria are also covered in the externally set exam that 

constitutes for 40% of the overall grade. 

Please note: Students will be required to buy a folder and sketch 

book together with basic materials at a cost price of approximately 

£20. Further Art materials will be available at discounted rates. 

 

Skills needed for this course:  
 

Students need to be creative.  Drawing, painting, designing and 3D 

model making are key skills required for this course. Analysing and 

forming opinions of art are important as well as  strong writing skills 

that express thoughts and ideas clearly. 

Assessment: 

60% coursework delivered 

through project themes. 

40% Externally set exam theme. 

 

Success Guidance: 

Students need to be committed, 

hard working and have the 

enthusiasm to explore and 

develop ideas.  They should have 

some artistic ability but may 

have particular strengths in 

drawing, painting, design, 3D or 

using other art materials. They 

should have strong self discipline 

and a desire to work 

independently.  

 

Progression Opportunities:  

Fine and art history museum     

curators; teaching; software and 

gaming industry; film production 

and special effects; tattoo 

industry; graphic design; 

photography; fashion; and 

interior design. 
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Business 
Subject Leader: Miss Donlon 

Exam Board:  Edexcel 
 

Introduction: 

 

Business encompasses a broad range of fields, including retail, 

human resources, finance, law, sales, marketing and                       

administration. This course is considered suitable for a wide range of 

employment opportunities and is designed to provide a broad 

introduction to working in the Business sector, offering           

opportunities to access further study, such as AS and A2 Level 

Business or Economics, BTEC Level 3 or an appropriate NVQ. 

 

What will I be studying? 

 

Students will have the opportunity to study units in the following 

areas: 

 Spotting a business opportunity. 

 Putting a business idea into practise. 

 Showing enterprise. 

 Business communication. 

 Economic context. 

Assessment: 

Paper 1 – Investigating small business – Multiple choice, calculations, 

short answers and extended writing questions – 50% 

 

Paper 2 – Building a business – Multiple choice, calculations, short 

answers and extended writing questions – 50% 

 

Skills needed for this course:  

 

It is important that students have a lively and enquiring mind, an 

interest in business and a willingness to explore ideas.  Students do 

not need to have studied Business before, but will need a good level 

of written English and ICT skills. 

Success Guidance: 

This course is appropriate for all 

students.  

 

Progression Opportunities:  

This course enables progression 

to ‘A’ Levels or BTEC Level 3 

qualifications in areas such as  

office administration, financial 

services, retail, manufacturing or 

further studies in Business, 

Economics or Accountancy or 

BTEC Level 3 qualifications. 

 

 

 

 

 For any questions, please email edel.donlon@chasehigh.org               Page 26 



 

    

 

Computer Science  
Subject Leader: Mrs Hall 

Exam Board: Oxford Cambridge and RSA (OCR)  
 

Introduction: 

GCSE Computer Science is an engaging and practical course  

where learners can apply the knowledge and skills learned in the 

classroom to the real-world. It will give you an in-depth 

understanding of how computer technology works and a look at 

what goes on  ‘inside the box’.  Students also analyse problems in 

computational terms and devise creative solutions by designing, 

writing, testing and evaluating programs. 
 

What will I be studying? 

Component 01 – Computer Systems  

The first component is an exam focused on computer systems 

covering the physical elements of computer science and the 

associated theory.  This part covers systems architecture, 

memory, storage, networks and topologies, security, software 

and moral, social, legal, and environmental concerns affecting 

computer technologies. 

Component 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and 

Programming  

This component is focused on the core theory of computer 

science and the application of computer science principles. The 

focus will be on algorithms, computational logic, data 

representation and computer languages. 

Practical Programming (non-exam assessment)  

This component is the non-exam assessment where candidates 

will be challenged by a range of exciting and engaging tasks to 

apply the knowledge and skills they have learned. Learners will 

use their programming techniques to design, develop, test and 

evaluate their programs. 
 

Skills needed for this course: 

Students need to have good maths and literacy skills.  Strong 

problem solving, critical thinking and analysis skills are also key. 

Assessment:  

The assessment consists of two 

written examinations. 

Component 01: 1hr 30min paper 

making up 50% of total grade. 

Component 02: 1hr 30min paper 

making up 50% of total grade. 

 

Success Guidance: 

This course is suited to those who 

a r e  m o r e  t e c h n i c a l l y , 

scientifically or mathematically 

inclined.   

 

Progression Opportunities: 

The course will give learners the 

skills to go on to study Computer 

Science at AS and A2 Level and 

beyond. The qualification will 

also provide a good grounding 

for other subject areas that 

require computational thinking 

and analytical skills.  

Students who are interested in 

developing careers in 

engineering, technology, 

designs, gaming, multimedia, 

apps development and software 

creation build upon the skills 

acquired in this qualification. 
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Drama  
Subject Leader: Mrs Quarrell 

Cast of My Fair Lady 2011 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
 

Introduction:  

 

GCSE Drama is an excellent preparation for level 3 creative 

subjects. It provides students with a solid foundation in creative and 

performance skills. 

 
What will I be studying? 

 

 Devised thematic work. 

 Scripted work. 

 Live theatre productions. 

 

Assessment: 

 

You will be assessed over the following three areas: 

 Devising: Working in a group to create an original piece of 

theatre from a stimulus. Ideas and performance is backed up 

by a written essay or presentation which analyses and 

evaluates the devising process and final performance.   

 (40% of final grade) 

 Performance from a text: A performance of two key extracts 

from a text, can be monologue, duologue or group. This unit it 

assessed by a visiting examiner.   

 (20% of final grade) 

 Theatre Makers in Practice: A written exam lasting 1 hour 45 

minutes with questions based around the practical exploration 

of a text studied in class and a live theatre performance.  

(40% of final grade) 
 

Skills needed for this course:  

 Strong acting skills. 

 Strong English Language. 

 Analytical skills. 

 Desire to perform. 

 Able to work both independently and as a team. 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students need to have good 

reading and writing skills and be 

able to carry out independent 

research in their own time. 

 

Entry Requirements: 

Students must have a passion for 

drama and theatre and be a 

reliable individual with good 

attendance.  You must be able 

to work independently and as 

part of a group. 

 

Progression Opportunities:  

 Level 3 ‘A’ level Drama and 

Theatre Studies. 

 Level 3 BTEC Acting/

Performance. 

 Extended Diploma/ 

Subsidiary Diploma. 
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 Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Subject Leader: Mrs Johnstone 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Introduction: 

 

Are you as tough on perfection as Gordon Ramsay? Can you make 

a ‘pukka’ pie better than Jamie Oliver? Think you could triumph in 

the Chase High Bake Off? Then GCSE Food Preparation and 

Nutrition is for you! GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition gives 

students the opportunity to creatively develop their prior 

application of knowledge and understanding creatively by thinking 

imaginatively with food. 

 

What will I be studying? 

Throughout the 2 year course students work to create their own 

professional dishes by researching into current products and  

customer groups, designing a variety of dishes to suit customer 

nutritional needs, making these dishes to trial each idea and 

developing them to experiment with different cooking techniques 

and ingredients; before finally reflecting upon and evaluating the 

final design.   

Alongside the coursework tasks, students also focus upon the 

functions and properties of food, different making techniques, food 

safety and hygiene, food production in industry and  

labelling and packaging.  

 

Skills needed for this course: 

· A creative streak to think imaginatively (outside the box!) 

· An interest in experimenting with food and learning new skills. 

· Organisational skills. 

· Hard working attitude to complete tasks and meet deadlines. 

· Good communications skills. 

· Basic ICT skills to complete written coursework tasks. 

 

Assessment: 

This course is assessed through 

written and practical coursework 

tasks and a final written exam. 

Two coursework tasks worth 50%.  

Externally set written examination 

worth 50% of the final mark. 

 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students need to have good 

writing skills and be able to carry 

out independent research in 

their own time. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

 Chef 

 Restaurant manager 

 Dietician 

 Teacher 

 Apprenticeships 

 Designer 

 Advertising and Media 

 Personal Trainer 
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Games Development Imedia 

Subject Leader: Mrs Hall/Mr McGauley 

   

      

Assessment 

LEVEL 2 AWARD (Equivalent of 1 GCSE)  

 External Assessment (25%):  

The Cambridge National in 

Creative Imedia includes an 

externally assessed unit in the 

core. This is completed by a 1 

hour exam.  

 Internal Assessments (75%): 

 The remaining units are internally 

assessed. Internal assessment 

enables learners to receive 

feedback on their progress 

throughout the course as they 

gather and provide evidence 

towards meeting the unit 

assessment criteria.  

 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students should have good 

writing skills and be competent in 

mathematics.  

 

How will my work be assessed?   

The course is project/assignment 

based and assessment is 

continuous throughout the year 

both in lessons, set work and 

through observations. This could 

take the form of written work, as 

well as recorded observations 

and discussions, presentations 

and concept art/sketch books. 

Each unit will be assessed and 

awarded with a final grade of 

pass, merit or distinction.  

Exam Board: OCR 

Introduction: 

The course aims to enable students to become independent games 

designers allowing them to understand how the games industry works 

and what decisions games design companies have to make when 

designing a games product.  It will allow them to develop creative and 

technical skills, whilst developing consideration of the purpose of the 

product and its intended users. 

What will I be studying? 

Students complete 4 units made up of 2 mandatory and 2 optional units.  

Mandatory Units:  

 Unit R081: (external assessment): Pre-production skills - This unit will 

enable learners to understand pre-production skills used in the 

creative and digital media sector. It will develop their 

understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and 

preparation techniques that form part of the planning and creation 

process.  

 Unit R082 (internal assessment): Creating Digital Graphics - The aim 

of this unit is for learners to understand the basics of digital graphics 

editing for the creative and digital media sector. They will learn 

where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques are 

involved in their creation.  

During this course you will study: 

 2D games design 

 Digital graphics 

 Concept art 

 Game story development 

 2D computer games engines 

 Games industry 

Skills needed for this course: 

Students need to have an interest in gaming technologies and be able 

to work both independently and as part of a team.  It is desirable to be 

able to think creatively, logically and critically. Drawing skills are desirable 

but not essential. 

Progression Opportunities: 

You will have experience of the games industry, this will help you progress 

to Level 3 in Games Development and better prepare you for the 

requirements of further educational studies. 
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Health and Social Care  
Subject Leader: Miss Turner 

Exam board: Edexcel - BTEC 
 

Introduction: 
 

Health and social care is currently the largest employment sector 

in Southend and this continues to grow with demand each year. 

Health and social care roles include; doctors, pharmacists, nurses, 

midwives, care assistants, social workers, occupational therapists 

and counsellors. This course will enable students to learn about the 

different ways of supporting people, and help them understand 

the individual needs, that different client groups have.  

This course is suitable for any student wishing to make a               

difference to people’s lives. The course allows learners to gain the 

essential communication skills that will not only help them reach 

out to all clients, but that can also be transferred to other 

professions.  

 

What will I be studying? 

 

The BTEC Tech Award is an introduction to vocational learning.  

The course  comprises of 3 units: 

 

 Unit 1 - Human lifespan and development 

 

 Unit 2 - Health and Social Care Services and Values 

 

 Unit 3 - Health and Well-being 

 
Assessment 

 

 60% internal coursework 

 40% external written exam 

Skills needed for this course:  

 High level written skills. 

 A willingness to contribute to group work. 

 An ability to keep up to date with new information,  issues and 

current reports about health care and social issues in our society. 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students need to have good 

reading and writing skills and be 

able to carry out independent 

research in their own time. 

 

Progression Opportunities:  

Students are able to continue 

studying Health and Social Care 

at Level 3, in our own sixth form 

centre as well as others.  

Following this there are many 

degree courses linked to Health 

and Social Care, including 

nursing and midwifery. 

Alternatively, students could go 

into an apprenticeship and put 

their knowledge into action. 
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Media Studies 
Subject Leader: Mrs Mulford 

Assessment:  

75% Coursework / 25% Exam 

assessment 

 

 
Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students need to have good 

reading and writing skills and be 

able to carry out independent 

research in their own time. They 

will need to have creative flair 

and an eye for design. They 

should be passionate about 

media products such as films, 

magazines, and music.  

 

Progression Opportunities:  

Students can progress to BTEC 

Media Studies. It can help in the 

future to progress into different 

media sectors, such as; film, 

print, advertising, journalism, 

marketing and TV. Studying 

Media will also improve ICT and 

English skills. 

 

 

 

Exam Board: OCR Cambridge Nationals Level 2  
 
 

Introduction: 

 

If students are interested in media products such as magazines,         

advertisements, films, and television programmes, then Media 

Studies is the subject to choose! There will be the opportunity to 

create their own media products, such as  an  album cover , 

comic strip and video news report. This subject enables them to 

explore creative and analytical skills. 
 

Students will: 

 

 Learn how to work to a professional media brief. 

 Learn how to use Premiere Pro, Photoshop, green screen and 

how to manipulate images. 

 Analyse and research media products.  

 Create their own  media products. 

 Develop skills in pre production such as script writing and 

storyboarding.  

 Create logos.  

 Take their own original images. 

 Understand how media texts are created for a specific 

audience. 

Assessment: 

Unit RO81: Pre Production Skills (Exam)     

Unit RO82: Creating Digital Graphics 

Unit RO84: Storytelling with a comic strip  

Unit RO89: Creating a digital video sequence 
  

Skills needed for this course:  

Students should have good organisational skills, creative flair and 

the ability to present their work effectively. They need to enjoy 

designing, creating, and developing new ideas. IT skills are 

essential to succeed in media as a variety of equipment and 

software is used throughout the course.  
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Music 
Subject Leader: Mrs Quarrell 
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Exam Board: OCR 
 

 

Introduction: 
 

In music, students develop practical music making skills using  

their instrument or voice. Students broaden their interest and 

understanding of different styles of music through 5 areas of 

study, which will be examined at the end of Year 11. They 

perform solos and ensembles each term in a variety of concerts 

within the school and wider community. All students who take 

music will receive free 1-1 tuition from professional tutors on their 

chosen instrument. We will work with students to build their 

confidence and musicianship through having fun making music.  

 
Assessment: 

 

Unit 1: Solo performance, a free composition (30% of final grade) 

 

Unit 2: An ensemble performance, a composition based on 

criteria sent by the exam board (30% of final grade) 

 

Listening Exam: Based on areas of study set by the exam board 

(40% of final grade) 

 

 
This course requires that students:  

 Must play a musical instrument or sing. 

 Be confident enough to perform publicly. 

 Attend at least one extra curricular music session where 

possible.  

 Contribute to various concerts throughout the academic 

year. 

 Work well in groups and as an individual or soloist. 

 Attend all of their one to one instrument lessons. 

 Practice and create music outside school lessons to improve 

their skills. 

 Are passionate about music, and learning about music from 

various cultures  and throughout music history. 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students should be able to play 

an instrument or sing at a good 

level and be willing to work hard 

to improve.  
 

Entry Requirements: 

Students may have to complete a 

music audition to show their 

suitability for this course, as 30% of 

their grade will depend on their 

performing abilities. This could 

include a short performance, 

presentation and/or interview.  
 

Progression Opportunities:  

Students can go on to further 

study Music at Level 3. They will           

develop skills to become a               

professional musician, songwriter, 

composer, teacher or may 

develop an interest in sound            

engineering / studio recording. 

There are numerous vocational 

courses in Music as well as A level 

options, both of which allow for 

progression to Higher Education. 

GCSE music shows many skills any 

employer will want to see 

including creativity, innovation, 

dedication and the ability to work 

in a team.  

 

 



 

    

 

Sigmund Freud 

 Philosophy and Ethics  
Subject Leader: Mrs Whitfield 

Exam Board: Eduqas 
 

Introduction: 

Why are we here? Who is responsible for the creation of the 

universe? What happens when we die?  

Should euthanasia be legalised? When does human life begin? 

If you are interested in expanding your knowledge and 

understanding of philosophy and ethics, as well as studying beliefs, 

teachings and practices from two different world religions, then this 

course is perfect for you. 

You don’t have to be religious to take Philosophy and Ethics, you do 

have to be inquisitive and keen to find out more about the world 

around us and how it all began! 

 

What will I be studying? 

Philosophy and Ethics: 

Humanist, atheist and religious views on 

Relationships, Life and Death, Good and Evil and Human Rights. 

Beliefs, teachings and practices from Christianity and one other 

world religion. 

 

Skills needed for this course: 

You should have a good level of written skills as well as having the 

ability to form your own opinions and justify them using evidence. 

You will develop your listening and speaking skills through lively 

discussion and debates. You should also be able to work 

independently at home in order to embed and extend your 

classroom based learning. 

Empathy and a desire to explore other traditions and values in our 

society is a key requirement. 

 

 

Assessment: 

100% exam over 3 papers 

 

Success Guidance: 

Students need to be able to work 

as independent learners as well as 

in groups.  

They should have a good 

understanding of grammar as the 

course requires extended writing. 

Communication skills are useful as 

there will be a lot of opportunity 

for discussion and debate both 

verbally and on paper. 

A willingness to develop use of 

specialist vocabulary is a must in 

order to succeed in this GCSE. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

Philosophy and Ethics is a good 

stepping stone to a Humanities A 

Level as well as being a useful 

qualification to have for careers in 

the following: Law, Travel, 

Teaching, Police Force, NHS, 

Armed Services, Journalism and 

many more! 
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 Photography  
Subject Leader: Miss Mower 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Introduction:  

 

Photography is well suited to creative students with an interest in 

digital art, design and media. 

Students will learn practical skills and regularly plan different 

photo shoots relating to their project themes using DSLR cameras. 

They will use these photographs in their sketchbooks and edit 

them using a variety of different manual and digital processes.  

 
What will I be studying? 

 

In Year 10 students will complete a variety of different projects to 

fill their sketchbooks for their coursework in Unit 1. They cover a 

variety of different themes whilst exploring three key areas of 

photography: 

 

 Still Life 

 Portraiture 

 Digital Manipulation 

 

In Year 11 students will  complete the remainder of Unit 1 and 

move onto the Unit 2 Exam.  
 

During Unit 2, students will respond to a brief chosen by the exam 

board over a three month period and create a final piece in 

exam conditions. 

 

 
Skills needed for this course:  

 Creative flair and an eye for presentation and design. 

 Ability to work independently  and a willingness to 

experiment and create original ideas. 

 

N.B You do not need your own camera to do this course. You will 

be provided the opportunity to borrow the school’s cameras if 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students need to be committed 

to producing the best 

sketchbook possible. 

Students who excel in GCSE 

Photography work continuously 

on their sketchbooks. They are 

also motivated and independent 

learners who regularly take 

photographs in relation to their 

theme outside of school hours to 

develop and enhance their 

portfolios. 

 

Progression Opportunities:  

A Level Photography. 

Employment in creative fields 

such as design, print, television, 

journalism, portrait and studio 

photography. 

Freelance portfolio opportunities. 
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Physical Education (PE) 
Subject Leader: Mr Copsey 

 

Exam Board: Cambridge 
 

Introduction: 

 

The Cambridge National Sports Studies Certificate is a new and 

exciting course. The syllabus provides candidates with an 

opportunity to study both the practical and theoretical aspects 

of Physical Education. It is also designed to foster enjoyment in 

physical activity. The knowledge gained should enable 

candidates to develop an understanding of effective and safe 

physical performance. 

 

What will I be studying?2 

Written exam - Contemporary Issues in Sport (25% of total marks).  

The exam covers the following topics: 

-Factors which affect participation in sport. 

-The role of sport in promoting values.  

-Know about the role of national governing bodies in sport. 

-The importance of hosting major sporting events. 

 

Practical Element  

Developing Sports Skills (25% of total marks) 

Students will be assessed in their ability to perform in, officiate and 

analyse one team sport and one individual sport. 

Outdoor Education 

Students will research various outdoor activities. After developing 

their practical skills in two outdoor activities, students will then be 

assessed in them (25% of total marks) 

 

Sports Leadership  

Students will plan, deliver and assess a practical session to 

younger students (25% of total marks).  

 

 

 

Assessment: 

 25% Theory exam paper. 

 25% Practical performance-

externally moderated. 

 25% Outdoor Education 

 25% Sports Leadership 

 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students need to have good 

r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  a n d 

organisational skills and be able 

to carry out independent 

research in their own time. 

In addition to this, students will 

need to show a strong interest in 

a variety of sports and be willing 

to learn and progress in new and 

exciting sports.  

 

Progression Opportunities: 

This course provides the basis for 

progression onto appropriate A- 

Level courses, Vocational                   

programmes in sport, or other 

health related areas. 
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Design and Technology  
Subject Leader: Mrs Johnstone 

Introduction: 

Do you enjoy creative thinking and problem solving and love seeing 

ideas come to life? Then Design and Technology is for you! Design and 

Technology provides students with the opportunity to work with a 

range of different materials such as wood, metal, plastics, textiles, 

card, foam board and electronic components. Students will develop 

their design and practical skills from prototype to finished products.  

 

What will I be studying? 

Students will use a wide range of skills, equipment and tools to  

investigate how products work. They will explore how items are made 

in order to design and make their own products. 

Students will also investigate different designers and explore the history 

of design, comparing modern technology and investigating how 

computer aided design and manufacture has had an impact on 

society. 

Students will use a range of drawing skills to communicate their ideas, 

experiment with modelling materials including industry standard ICT 

modelling packages. You will develop your design and practical skills 

from prototype to finished products. As part of the course, students will 

develop their own  portfolio, which will lead to their final ‘design and 

make’ assignment.  

 

What is assessed? 

 

 Core technical principles 

 Specialist technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 

 

Skills needed for this course: 

Assessment: 

 Written Exam 2 hours (50%)  

 Non exam assessment (50%) 

 

Success Guidance: 

To be successful in this course, 

students need to have good 

reading and writing skills and be 

able to carry out independent 

research in their own time. 

 

Progression Opportunities: 

The course provides a launch 

pad into a variety of different  

careers in the following areas: 

 Carpentry 

 Architecture 

 Building Trade 

 Jewellery Trade 

 Engineering 

 Graphic design 

 Product design 

 Plumbing 

 Further Education 

 Enthusiasm.  Creative Thinking. 

 Problem Solving.  Basic ICT Skills. 

 An interest in Design and 

in working in the Design 

Industry. 

 Previous experience of            

working with materials,          

designing and making. 

 Willingness to work hard.  
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 Sociology 
Subject Leader: Mr Bates 

Exam Board:  WJEC Welsh Joint Education Committee 

 

Introduction: 

Sociology is all about studying the society in which we live and 

comparing it and contrasting it with other societies in the past and 

different parts of the world. It will help students to reflect upon their 

own experience of the social world and understand how society is 

made up, exploring the relationships between individuals, groups 

and institutions. 

 

What will I be studying? 

As part of this course there are three main areas of study.  

These include: 

 The sociological explanations of Socialisation, Culture and 

Individual Identity. 

 How social institutions and processes such as the family, 

Education, Crime & Deviance and Social Differentiation and 

Stratification effect the individual and how individuals effect 

them. 

 Applying research methods and techniques. 

 

Skills needed for this course: 

This course is solely assessed through two exams. You will need to be 

organised and willing to read at home and take notice of local, 

national and international affairs. An ability to evaluate sources, 

evidence and data is very useful. Whilst a willingness to argue a 

point supported by evidence and example is a must. Sociology is 

subject inquisitive mind and an interest in studying people is 

essential. 

 

Assessment:  

Unit 1 Written Examination Paper – 50% of the final mark 

Understanding Social Processes (1 hour and 45 minutes) 

Unit 2 Written Examination Paper – 50% of the final mark 

Understanding Social Structures (1 hour and 45 minutes) 

Success Guidance: 

Students need to be able to work 

as independent learners as well 

as in groups.  

They should have a good 

understanding of grammar as 

the course requires extended 

writing. 

Progression Opportunities: 

A level Sociology and other A 

level Humanities  and Social 

Science subjects.  

Sociology is helpful for all jobs 

involving people such as: 

 Advice worker 

 Charity fundraiser 

 Civil servant  

 Community development 
worker 

 Further education lecturer 

 Housing manager/officer 

 International aid/
development worker 

 Play worker 

 Social researcher 

 Social worker 

 Youth worker 
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