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Dear Parent/Carer 

Re: Covid Update and Remote Learning 

As we enter December, the end of the academic term and the calendar year, I am 
writing to update you on key issues that affect the day-to-day operation of the 
school. With the changing local and national picture some settings/providers have 
already been forced to reduce the number of students in school or have had 
significant numbers of staff absent due to COVID-19 related circumstances. 

We now find ourselves in the position where a cluster of positive cases within a few 
weeks in Year 9 has led to a considerable number of pupils isolating as 
a precaution. I have taken the decision to move to a full remote learning offer for 
Year 9 only so that staff can provide live lessons for the entire year group. Year 9 will 
now not be in school until after the start of next term, with live lessons starting on 
Monday 7 December 2020 through to the end of term. We will continue to monitor 
all other year groups and our contingency planning includes other year groups 
moving to this model should the need arise. Since September we have been 
supporting families that do not have access to a PC or internet and if this is still the 
case for your child, please contact the year team without delay. 

Protocols for Year 9 

Pupils that have been told to self-isolate should continue to do so in line with Public 
Health England's guidance however all other Year 9 pupils are not considered 
to be self-isolating. All pupils in Year 9 are required to log onto Microsoft 
Teams to participate in live lessons as per their school timetable. This includes 
registration at 8.25 am. When I met with the year group yesterday, I made clear my 
expectations that this is not an additional two-week holiday and they MUST engage 
with their online learning. Registers will be taken and pupils marked 'absent' will 
be followed up and parents contacted. Attendance to online lessons is compulsory. 

Pupils Absent from Years 7, 8, 10 & 11 

If your child is absent and not in Year 9 they should continue their learning 
through their home learning packs and using the Satchel One. They can also 
access the lesson resources via the Student Reference: 

• In order to log in to the school network they will need to go to the school
website www.chasehigh.org and scroll to the bottom of the home page. Click
on 'School Access Portal' and log in with the same username and password
that they use to log onto the school computers.

• All lesson materials are in the 'Student Reference' area organised in subject
folders.
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• Each folder also contains a curriculum summary which will indicate which 
resources are intended for lessons each week.

• Students will also receive support and communication from their teachers via 
SMHW and Microsoft Teams.

In the event of a whole year group working from home, lessons will be taught live by 
teachers through Microsoft Teams, following the normal school timetable. 
If you or your child/ren require any additional support, please contact the year team in 
the first instance and they will ensure you receive help from the appropriate channels. 

I will be providing a link to a 'Zoom' session in which I will answer any questions or 
concerns that parents may have. Please look out for a text message link to send your 
questions in advance. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully 

Mr J Foster 

Headteacher 




