
 

 

 
 
31 December 2020 
 
Dear parent/carer 
 
Re: January 2021 and COVID 19 testing 
 
I hope that you have had an enjoyable Christmas and are looking forward to spending 
time with your family seeing in the new year. 
 
I have delayed sending out a communication to parents until the statement was made 
by Gavin Williamson very recently. I would like to share the information that we 
currently have in relation to both the return to school in January 2021 and Covid 19 
testing arrangements. These arrangements are subject to change. 
 
All pupils will be required to stay at home and access their remote learning from 
Monday 4 January, with live lessons via TEAMS from Tuesday 5 January.  The school 
will remain open to children of key workers and vulnerable pupils; these pupils will be 
given access to a computer to join live lessons.  Pupils will need to bring with them a 
headset if possible, lunch and a drink as the school canteen will not be open.  The 
school will provide food for pupils eligible for free school meals.    
 
Years 11 and 13 pupils will return to school on Monday 11 January, at staggered times 
to allow for Covid 19 testing.  Pupils scheduled to sit BTEC exams will still attend on 
their exam day.  All other pupils will continue remote learning until Monday 18 January 
(to be confirmed upon review by the government in 2 weeks).  I will write to all 
parents/carers with an update nearer the time. 
 
Testing of students prior to return 

• As advised by Southend Council we are encouraging all students and their 
families to book a Covid 19 test prior to their return to school. Please provide 
the results of the test to the year team (see letter attached). 

• We are in the provisional stages of planning for mass and serial testing of 
students in school by utilising lateral flow testing. We are required to ask for 
parent's consent for this to happen. There is a great deal of planning that will 
need to be undertaken for this to be set up. In order to assist with this planning 
we are asking all parents to complete the online consent form that will be 
sent shortly by text.  We expect all pupils to have been tested prior to going 
into the classroom.  We will contact individual year groups next week to provide 
slots for pupils to be tested.  This will start with Year 13 on Wednesday 6 
January and Year 11 on Thursday 7 and Friday 8 January. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the year team in the first 
instance.   
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr J Foster 
Headteacher 


