
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 February 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Return to face-to-face schooling 
 
You will have heard the Prime Minister set out his road-map to end lockdown and 
declared that schools are to open for pupils from Monday 8 March. In the 
Headteacher’s Live Assembly on Wednesday 24 February, I discussed how we would 
move forward with his plan -  please click on this link to view the recorded assembly.  
https://youtu.be/Bf01JuYVbOY 
 
We will be staggering our pupils return over the week, as we follow the advice that all 
secondary children undertake rapid lateral flow testing before returning to full-time 
face-to-face schooling.  In preparation for the return and keeping pupil, staff and our 
community safe at the forefront of our minds, please note the following important dates 
and action plan for parents/carers and pupils. 
 
Friday 26 February  
Booking system for on-site COVID testing opens.   
Parents complete the on-line consent form - if you have not given consent 
previously.  
You will receive an email from the year team with links to both forms.  
 
Monday 1 March to Friday 5 March  
Year 7 to Year 10 pupils should get a COVID test via the walk-in centres at Hamlet 
Court Road, University Square, St. Aiden’s Church or Shoebury Youth Centre. 
Alternatively, parents/carers can book a slot via southend.gov.uk at another centre.  
Pre-arranged children of key workers attend as usual. 
 
Monday 1 March to Wednesday 3 March  
Remote learning, live lessons continue.  
 
Thursday 4 March 
Pause to live lessons – work will still be set via TEAMS or SMHW/Satchel One. 
 
Friday 5 March 
Catch-up day – following a meeting with the Junior Leadership Team and parent/carer 
feedback, there will be no live lessons this day. Pupils should catch up on work they 
have not been able to finish and prepare for their return to school. However, optional 
extension tasks will be available on TEAMS or SMHW/Satchel One for pupils who are 
fully up to date with their work.  
 
 

https://youtu.be/Bf01JuYVbOY


 

 

Return to school action plan. 
Year group Test on Return to school 

12, 13 & 14 Thursday 4 March Monday 8 March 
11 & LRB Friday 5 March Monday 8 March 
10 Monday 8 March Tuesday 9 March 
9 Tuesday 9 March Wednesday 10 March 
8 Wednesday 10 March Thursday 11 March 
7 Thursday 11 March Friday 12 March 

 
I am sure there are some of you who are concerned about how the COVID testing will 
take place here on site; this video will hopefully alleviate some of your worries.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVE3s2azB2k 
 
Pupils who are not on site for COVID testing, or back in school, are expected to 
continue with remote learning as usual. However, there will be no live lessons for the 
year group on their school testing day.  
 
Monday 14 March onwards 
As per the Government guidelines, attendance at school is compulsory for all pupils 
who have received a negative COVID test result. 
 
Home testing kits will be sent to all pupils over the following weeks, beginning with our 
older pupils. Pupils will have received instruction on how swab correctly when they 
test on site. By testing at home, families will be supporting the need to regularly test 
as many pupils as possible. The aim is that all pupils will, where possible, be home 
testing twice a week. This video shows how the test works when pupils swab 
themselves at home. 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL-kQUZ9KRlQvLHeNFoeF_PIz6bYQDm05x 
 
Continuing with the action plan, the Government have recommended that all 
secondary pupils wear face coverings in the classroom. This is part of our Chase risk 
assessment and we hope that our community are supportive. Our timetable is such 
that lessons are one hour long with a five-minute movement between lessons. Pupils 
will leave and enter the building by the nearest exit, meaning the majority of movement 
will be outside.  Pupils may remove their face coverings to walk outside between 
lessons and when taking part in PE. Those who are exempt from wearing a face 
covering, as set out in Government guidance, will be issued with an exemption pass.  
We will continue with our enhanced cleaning throughout the buildings and ensure good 
ventilation in all classrooms.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming our community back to Chase. If you have any 
questions about the transition please contact the year team in the first instance. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr J Foster 
Headteacher 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVE3s2azB2k

