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Dear Parent / Carer

Re: Return to School - September 2021 

I am writing to confirm the change in start dates, and the Covid-19 asymptomatic testing 
arrangements for the start of the autumn term in September 2021. 

As children and young people return to the classroom following the summer holidays and the 
further easing of restrictions, the DfE and PHE want to be sure potential Covid-19 cases are 
identified as quickly as possible, and measures are put in place to prevent the virus spreading 
throughout the school community. 

From 16 August, if step 4 of the roadmap goes ahead, these measures will no longer include 
the self-isolation of close contacts if they are under age 18 or have had both doses of the 
vaccine. This makes regular testing even more important. 

Testing Arrangements 

All pupils in years 7 to 14 will be offered two lateral flow tests, here at school, to ensure they 
are confidently and correctly administering the tests prior to their return to onsite education 
and to ensure as smooth a start to learning as possible. 

These tests will take place on Friday 27 August and Tuesday 31 August; pupils do not need 
to wear school uniform those days. Pupils will leave the site immediately after their test has 
been administered, and are to presume their test result is negative, unless the school contacts 
home. 

We will be running various testing sites at school so that we can facilitate all pupils testing on 
both Friday 27 August and Tuesday 31 August. If your child is unable to attend, please notify 
the relevant year team, as it is expected all of the community will receive two tests prior to 
starting back with us. Pupils will be directed on their arrival at school where a register will be 
taken: 

Year 7 - Report to main reception 
Years 8 and 9 - Report to the cafeteria 
Years 10 and 11 - Report to the London Building 
Years 12, 13 and 14 - Report to the Post 16 building 

Each form group is given a time allocation for their testing which is the same for both 
days. This is to spread the pupils evenly throughout the days, although if you are unable to 
make this time please inform the year team (for example we would accommodate siblings at 
the same time). 
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