
 

 

 

 

 

September 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

A very positive start to the term 

 

I would like to feedback what we have learnt from the welcome return of all pupils back into 

school over the past week.  The challenge of the opening of the new ‘London’ building in 

time for the start of the new term, despite a 3 month delay, was key to allowing the 

movement safely around the school and maintain year bubbles.  The has not been without 

incident as the site team had days to take over 200 tables and chairs, the IT team had to 

install 18 state of the art leaning boards as well as the teacher computers and numerous 

other communication lines that enable teachers to work effectively.  We are also aware that 

the transfer to a new school phone system has caused disruption in contacting the main 

office, this issue should now be resolved. If your issue is non-urgent please email directly to 

the year team.  Despite the constant refinement on movement routes and routines, pupil 

attendance has been extremely high and pupils have settled very quickly into new routines.   

Uniform standards have also been high, please can you ensure pupils have V-neck black 

jumpers only (no logos) and black shoes. Please refer to the full uniform expectations on the 

website. If your child is experiencing challenges please ensure this is communicated with the 

pastoral team and we will work with you to resolve any issues. 

 

For our new year 7 pupils we are aware that the limited information we have from primary 

schools this year has meant that the setting of pupils will need to be reviewed at more 

regular intervals this year.  Teachers are currently assessing the ability of the pupils in their 

class and we will endeavour to move pupils to the correct level of lessons so that every pupil 

can be stretched to the best of their ability.  If you do have questions about this please do 

not hesitate to contact us. 

 

Start of the school day 

 

We are continuing to offer a breakfast facility for pupils that arrive early to school.  Where 

pupils are happy to be outside then that is the preference however year 10 and 11 can buy 

breakfast in the main canteen but then go the ‘London Building’ or Post 16 gym as per the 

bubbles.   If pupils are using cash for the pupil accounts to buy food/drink, this should be 

done before school so that there is limited queuing at break and lunchtime.  I strongly urge 

parents to use ParentPay to remotely credit pupil accounts to limit cash in the school and 

further reduce the risk of transmission.  I am aware we are working through year 7 pupil’s 

log-ons and passwords for ParentPay and the Satchel One App for access to their online 

homework.  It is our intent that the school will be cashless at some point in the future and we 

will communicate further regarding this later in the year. 

 



 

 

 

 

Lunch and Break times 

 

Pupils have responded well to the bubbles and we are confident the current practice 

minimises risk.  Where we have been very fortunate with the new courts, this has given the 

year 7 particularly, their own space.  Year 11 are enjoying the new London Building canteen 

although we have had reduced capacity with only one till, however we have accommodated 

Year 10 in early break and lunch until this is resolved next week. The Year 10 space in the 

Post 16 gym is improving and outside seating has been ordered.  The boundaries of the field 

have been less well defined and we are looking at ways to help make this clearer with pupils, 

although this has improved each day.   

 

End of the school day 

 

As you may be aware we have opened the Fairfax Drive exit as well as an additional exit by 

Lancaster school.  Parents and pupils waiting in the exit areas can cause congestion so 

please consider this when arranging meeting points.  The Fairfax Drive exit is much quieter 

and we urge more pupils to leave this way.  We do have additional bike racks in school and 

are pleased to see pupils travelling to school by this means although it is noted that there are 

significant numbers of pupils that do not wear bike helmets.  While this is currently not a 

condition for riding to school, please discuss this with your child and encourage them to wear 

a helmet.  I have booked Cycle Proficiency next term for our younger pupils and will inform 

you nearer the time about how you can sign you child up to this course. 

 

Feedback 

 

You will begin to see pupil books coming home and homework tasks.  Please take the time 

to look over of their work at the start of term as this will set the standards for the year.  Staff 

will be giving feedback in the books in green boxes, the frequency depends on the subject 

but you should expect to see this twice a half term in general.  If you feel the books are not 

reflecting the pupil’s best efforts please let us know via email to the year team and they will 

pass it to the subject leads. 

 

In assemblies this week I have been talking to the pupils about the new school motto; 

Aspiration, Character, Excellence and we have had a particular focus on Character 

Education.  We will talk to the pupils more about this over the coming term and why 

Character development is important to their future success. 

 

Lastly I want to thank you for your ongoing support as we look to re-establish routines and 

introduce the pupils to new practices to meet our safety guidelines. 

 

 

Regards 

 

Mr Jamie Foster | Headteacher 

  

School number: 01702 354441 

Direct Line: 01702 361182 

Email: jamie.foster@chasehigh.org 
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